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The crocodile weeps over the body when it has killed it, but from
a seed more cruel, lady, you are born, for every hour you make

ORAZIO VECCHI

"me die and do not weep.

The basilisk with its eyes releases a man from suffering; and with
your glance you offer me hope, then at once you klll me, for

neither dead nor alive do you want me.

Thus you have the heart of a crocodile and eyes more cruel than
a basilisk; hence for the sorrow I feel in pain and woe all com-

passion will be for ever dead.

Canzonette 111 a 4, 1585 (1593 edition)

Vecchi, with his fondness for the llghtly-wrought canzonet, was a favourite mth‘the‘ Enghsh*‘"“‘
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madrigalists and madrigal fanciers. There is an odd chromatic twist at the opening of this™
piece and some humorous counterpoint later, suggesting a fairly brisk tempo: two-to-a-bar

rather than four. Like the poem, the music should sound more bitter as it goes along.
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